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The Humiliation of Jesus

Question: what is the most humbled
thing that our Lord had to endure while He was
on earth? No doubt most of you would point to
the washing of his disciples’ feet. Others say it
must be His baptism. Still others might say it's
His submission to His parents’ authority. But I
look to the cross, when He was hanging in mid-
air, stripped of all His clothes, with all His body
parts exposed for the people to look at and per-
haps laugh at.

I get some sense of how that feels. Eve-
ry day a stranger comes to wash me. And when
she strips me naked, all I can do is to close my
eyes and pray. I can imagine the shame, the
indecency and the indignity that Jesus must
have felt in those hours, in addition to the pain
and agony of the crucifixion. The high King of

heaven was brought to such a lowly state be-
cause our depravity drove Him to such depth of
humiliation. What depth of love is this that He
suffered even this for us?

Beloved, in the days leading up to the
passion week, are you thinking of how much
our Savior had to go through in order to free us
from our sin? How sincere is your repentance?
What is your response? Here's mine:

Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were a present far too small;
Love so amazing, so divine,
Demand's my soul, my life, my all.

Soli Deo Gloria
Pastor Linus
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We Americans can get trapped into the all-
encompassing “American Dream” pursuit. I'm not
necessarily knocking the American Dream — I am
glad I live in a nation where I can pursue a variety
of options for a career (if the economy holds up)
and I can choose where to live. I am incredibly
grateful that America is still a land where I can wor-
ship freely and where I have freedom of speech.
One of the downsides, however, in having all this
freedom is using it to indulge ourselves, living for
whatever gives us the most pleasure. In many
ways, the “American Dream” mentality gets drilled
into us at a young age. Perhaps you have heard
sayings like the following: “you can be anything you
want to be because this is America” or “you can
make yourself into a successful person by hard work
and determination” (whatever “successful” means
for you).

I grew up as a Christian, as the Lord saved
me at a young age, yet I still have been influenced
by the “selfish” side of American culture. The culture
tells us that you can be everything you want to be:
work hard in college, get a successful job, make a
lot of money, and then retire to sunny South Florida
as you pat yourself on the back for a successful ca-
reer. Many people pursue the “American Dream” at
all costs, trampling over others to get “success,
whether it means trampling their spouse, children,
relatives, friends, physical health, etc. The irony,
many times, is that people work themselves to
death to obtain a life of comfort and security!

Even though I am a Christian, my sin al-
ways pulls me to a life of comfort and ease. Most of

us would be lying if we said that we didn't desire at

all a nice, comfortable home; plenty of money to
always provide for the family; a nice retirement ac-

ly hits us in the face with the curse of sin, reminding
us that we can't have heaven on earth.

The true, good, eternal life is only found
through Christ’s death on the Cross for us. Living a
life for Christ means first repenting of our sinfulness
to God and placing our faith in Christ for dying on
the cross as a sacrifice for our sins and then know-
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ing that because Christ conquered death, aII of "
us united to him by faith will also conquer W&
death, living with him forever. Because of our
salvation, we then willingly and gratefully sur-
render our lives to whatever God has in store
of us, and that will require sacrifice and unself-
ishness — living for God'’s glory and loving oth-
ers so that they would know Christ.

When Jesus was facing the cross, he
trembled at the horrible thought of being un-
der his Father’s wrath as he, the Son, willingly
took on his shoulders the curse of sin. The Son
was to be separated from the Father. But Je-
sus knew that the Cross was the only way that
salvation would come to us, as he uttered
these words to the Father: “Not my will but
yours.” Do we have the same attitude as
Christ? Those of us who have placed our faith
in Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior seek to
please him, and this consequently means that
we live for God’s glory, not our own. It means
that we pick up our crosses and follow Christ.
It means there is something better than the
American Dream — it’s Christ and his kingdom.

Serving Christ in this life usually
means we look like losers to the rest of the
world. We work for God’s glory; we love our
spouses and children for God’'s glory; we
spend our money for God’s glory — all of this to
spread the message of Christ so that more
people will become God-worshippers through
Christ. We Christians will look very strange be-
cause we will not be indulging the flesh — we
will not be desperately striving after material-
ism; we will not be trampling people to climb
the corporate ladder; we will not be partying it
up on the weekends. We will rather be people
who spend time with our spouses and children,
instructing them in the gospel of Christ. We
will be people who serve the church and minis-
ter to the needy. We will be people who seek
God’s glory above all else, picking up our
crosses and following him wherever he leads.
We are not losers — Jesus has won, and we
will reign with him forever.
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A P : other house came on the market. It was notin
LR T al PR gk S | Coral Springs, but in a quiet neighborhood in

¥ . " Boca Raton. Harry looked at it and we put in
; an offer even though it was in poor condition.
L & | Butitwasinadecent neighborhood and had
| & the cathedral ceiling that we wanted. That

l ¢ s 9 '
O Thy Wlll Be Done O same day Harry also saw a mint condition

Angie Huang * | townhouse in Coral Springs that backed to a

—— "~ busy street. After a long discussion, we con-
“Our Father, which art in heaven, . cluded that we should withdraw from the
Hallowed be thy Name. - | house in Boca Raton and put an offer in for the
Thy Kingdom come. ~ | townhouse instead. It did not need any work
Thy will be done in earth, | and we felt we did not have the energy or local
As it is in heaven.” ¢ contact to remodel. We prayed to the Lord,
) “Thy will be done on this matter.” Just then
We are quite familiar with the Lord’s Pray- & came the news that our offer was accepted for
er, having recited many times in our lives. Butin ~ the Boca house. Even this house was not in

real life, it is a lot easier saying it than living it.

My husband Harry and | have vacationed
in many US cities and National Parks. Florida took
the top spot of our favorite place list. We adore the
gentle breeze of the west coast and great culture of
the east coast. After vacationing here once a year

| for the last decade, we were so excited that we fi-
nally got to move here to live in paradise. We had
been praying about the move for the last three
years. We believed it could happen but unsure of
how it would play out.

During the few months we lived in a rent-
ed beachside condo, we decided to buy a place in

' either Coral Springs or Parkland. We envisioned a

the towns we desired, was a one story and had

. no water views, we felt that God had given us
this house for a reason. This faith was tested
time and time again after we bought it and be-
gan our remodel process.

Due to our limited budget, we hired a
part time carpenter to take care of most of the
remodeling. It took him over 5 months to
complete the project while | was on his back
and call for the whole time. It was a very diffi-
cult period and | kept asking God, “why, why
do you choose this house for us? It was so
hard for me to be tied up in the project...”
Once the work had completed, however, | be-

e et IR s e i T LT T T ——

two story house with high ceilings, a backyard with | gan to see the brilliance in this house He had
water views, and a family friendly community with | chosen for us. It is close to shopping, express-
easy access to shopping. We chose a great short ] ways and great schools for our son. We have
house in the community of Portofino. The owner . wonderful neighbors and live among great
had moved out and the house was in decent condi- l ~ friends we met from our church. The private
tion backed to a canal. A few months had gone by, backyard was secure and peaceful. Love
the owner was still dragging her leg in the short sale r sitting by the picture windows and stare at the
process. Our rental lease was up and we had to white clouds passing by while palm trees wav-
: move back to lllinois. Houses were selling really fast J ing their “hands”. Each day when | come back,
~ during that time. We were not sure how we would | | walk into the house and just feel so at home.
| buy a house with my husband being in town for one | Lesson learned from this “house-hunting” pro-
week each month for work. Needless to say, our cess: God definitely knows better than us!
prayers grew desperate and our trust in the Lord ! Hope we can continue to apply this lesson in
B wavered. “ everything we do in life....”Thy will be done in
! Early June of 2012, the same day Harry earth as it is in heaven.”

&% came in town, | got an email alert from the MLS: An-

-

2 i >k
4 -8 "3
Ret e I %
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The Love Down From Cross

That Love down from cross,

I did not believe what I have heard about Him.

That Love down from cross,

He is the arm of the Almighty God revealed.

That Love down from cross,

He grew out from the arid desert as a young root before
the Creator.

That Love down from cross,

He hides His beauty from men like a pearl in a shell.
That Love down from cross,

I have loathed and turmed away from Him.

That Love down from cross,

I have filled His heart with sorrow and grief.

That Love down from cross,

I turn my back on Him in spitefulness, and hold Him
unworthy.

That Love down from cross,

He destined and wanted to bear my sorrows and grief.
That Love down from cross,

I foolishly thought His tom flesh well deserved from the
Holy wrath.

Yet, this Love down from cross,

I nailed Him for my lust,

I flogged Him for my lies,

I mocked Him for my pride,

And I crucified Him for my evilness.

Oh, this Love down from cross,
Through His sufferings I received eternal peace,
With His wounds I now made anew.

For I am that astray sheep,

Tumed to my own way and worshipped my own self.
For I am that transgressed one,

Who should merit nothing but the affliction of the LORD.

But the LORD had laid my sentenced punishments on
Him,

This Love down from cross,

For my iniquities.

For all the unjust and cruel oppressions due unto Him,
This Love down from cross

Remained silent and tightened His lips,

(Reflection inspired by Isaiah 1, 9, 53,

and the Casting Crowns Album “The Well”)

Paul Wu

For He is the innocent faultless lamb of silence,
Being led willingly to be slaughtered as the perfect sac-
rificial offering.

This Love down from cross,

He is righteous in everyway,

Yet died in my unrighteous hands,

And buried among my tribe of unrighteous kind.

This Love down from cross,

Willfully fulfills the will of the LORD,

To be crushed for my souls,

And accounted many as righteous to the LORD,
Through His bearing of humanity’s iniquities.

This Love down from cross,

He is the friend of the sinners just like me.
This Love down from cross,

He is the well of living water filling my cup.
This Love down from cross,

He is rich and I am poor,

And He became poor so I can be rich.

This Love down from cross,

Washed my scarlet sins to be

White as snow.

Oh Christ Jesus,

LORD and savior for all,

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace,

All creation pales in His presence,

The perfect, precious, glorious and merciful

Love down from cross.
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# ©The Light of Coral Springs is a place for our brothers and sisters to communicate through written words.
We therefore welcome your articles, including: devotion, sharing, testimony, daily thoughts, poems and

i so on. In order to encourage a greater variety of contribution. i
OThe Light of Coral Springs will be published every quarter for 4 issues a year. Please submit your article at

H  anytime.

B ©Please type your article on Microsoft Word and E-mail to brother Guanglong Zhu:
> guanglongzhu@yahoo.com

@ ©The Publication Department reserves the rights to edit and publish articles.




